The Rise of Napoleon BonaparteNapoleon Bonaparte's ascent from a modest Corsican artillery
officer to ruler of France marked a pivotal shift after the French Revolution. His military genius,
opportunistic politics, and the era's chaos propelled him to power by 1799.@€Early Life and
EducationBorn on August 15, 1769, in Ajaccio, Corsica, to a minor noble family shortly after
France annexed the island, Napoleon faced financial hardships after his father's death in
1785.€ He attended military school at Brienne and later the Ecole Militaire in Paris, graduating
early as a second lieutenant of artillery at age 16 due to his excellence in mathematics. @€
These years honed his strategic mind amid bullying for his foreign accent and Corsican roots,
fostering ambition.€Entry into the RevolutionThe French Revolution of 1789 opened
merit-based promotions, abolishing class barriers that would have stalled Napoleon's career.€
In 1793, at age 24, he gained fame by recapturing Toulon from British forces using innovative
artillery tactics, earning promotion to brigadier general.€ On 13 Vendémiaire 1795 (October 5),
he crushed a royalist uprising in Paris with cannon fire, saving the National Convention and
securing patronage from the Directory government.€ltalian Campaign Triumphsin 1796, the
Directory appointed the 26-year-old Napoleon commander of the starving Army of Italy,
expecting a diversionary role.€ He transformed it into a victorious force, defeating Austrian and
Sardinian armies at battles like Lodi, Arcole, and Rivoli through bold maneuvers and rapid
marches. @€ By 1797, he forced Austria to sign the Treaty of Campo Formio, ceding Belgium
and parts of Italy to France, while plundering art and wealth to fund his troops and popularity.€
This campaign made him a national hero, overshadowing the Directory's corruption.€Egyptian
Adventure and ReturnSeeking glory to rival Britain, Napoleon launched the 1798 Egyptian
expedition, capturing Malta en route and winning the Battle of the Pyramids near Cairo. €
Disaster struck at the Battle of the Nile, where Nelson destroyed his fleet, stranding supplies.€
Amid revolts and plague, he abandoned his army in 1799, secretly sailing back to France with
tales of victories that masked the failure.€ The campaign boosted his mystique through
scholarly publications like the Rosetta Stone discovery, despite military setbacks.€Coup of 18
BrumaireFrance faced bankruptcy, military defeats, and Directory weakness by late 1799.€¢
Napoleon allied with figures like Sieyés and Talleyrand for the bloodless Coup of 18-19
Brumaire (November 9-10).€€ Addressing the legislature, he faced hostility but used troops
under his brother Lucien to dissolve councils and arrest opponents.€ The new Constitution of
Year VIII named him First Consul, granting dictatorial powers while preserving republican
facade.@€Consolidation of PowerAs First Consul, Napoleon stabilized France with reforms like
the Bank of France, Concordat with the Pope, and the Napoleonic Code.€ A rigged 1802
plebiscite made him Consul for Life, and by 1804, he crowned himself Emperor Napoleon |.€
His rise exploited revolutionary ideals of equality and talent while imposing order, ending the
Revolution's chaos



